"DURING HIS long career .in
computer ©  science, .
Michaelson was an mspxration to
countless colleagues and students.
At Imperial College, London, he

world’s first stored-program digi-
tal ~ computers,
many of the features such as that
of microprogramming which are
commonplace in today’s comput-
ers. Biit his natural modesty led to

this work bemg largely unrecog-

Aﬁer a nuniger of pfroducuve
‘years pursuing the use of comput-
 ersin numerical analysis, Michael-

a Gomputer Unit at Edinl
University: This later becarit
Otmtputer Science Department
and he was given the Chair of
Computer Science in 1966, His at-
tention then. turned to the devel-

software {

-aeh : the develop-
" mentof networks of workstations,

Neverthelass, he and H. Whitfield:

initiated a f research ac-
' tivity jointly with English Electric
- Computers to devefop a multi-
- user operating system, common
‘now but breaking mew ground
then. This system, EMAS, re-
mains in ‘use within Edmburgh
University after an unprecedented
20 years of use. Much to
Mmhaelsons regret, the system
. will soon be superseded by an all-
pervasive American system.

In the Eighties, the develop-
ment of integrated circuit technol-
ogy enabled him to rekindle his in-
terest in computer hardware.
Following a successful ini-

tial conference in 1981 for which
he was the organising chairman,
he formed a new working group of
the International Federation for

Information Processing (IFIP)

Siduey:

and K.D. Tocher built one of the
incorporating ,

sor.was invited in 1963 to.establish:

wp

Professor Sidney Vi

conéetﬁeﬁ with V:LSI the science

of very large-scale integration, -

This has subsequently developed
into one of IFIPs most aeh;ev
groups; regularly organising work-
15 and canferences. § adly,f he
wnll not see
planning for “VILSI 917, the tenth
anmiversary conference.
Michgelson's last passmn was
that of stylistic a
texts. With Andrew Momm, he
used computers to analyse dis-
puted authorships and chronole-
gies of both literary. works and
modern criminal" “confessions”.
Their superficially simple ‘meth-
ods of counting
syntactic features have survived
scholarly attack and provide con-
vincing evidence for the pl'OpOSl-
tions they put forward.
Michaelson’s ability to attract
outstanding research workers led
to his department’s growing into
one of the foremost computer sci-
comsistetl high tatngs 1o both
in :
research and teaching. It is now
widely as the
centre offstudy in th:ci theoretica
aspects of computer science.
Michaelson v%as a considerable
polymath ‘with a breadth and -

hmbesttoenmuragethe‘
his=:--acaderhies;

occurrences of -

depth of knowledge and expen
ence that sometimes suxj
even his closest colleagues: On
any topic, from computer science.
“and mathematics tlirough ar-
chitecture, and the arts to
the DIY repairofavmmge Rolls-
Royee, he was a furd of wisdom
and anecdotes. Qutside the aca-
demic world, he was an inveterate
traveller, particularly to Eastern
Europe, where he had many
friends. His Morris Minor could
be seen most summers setting out
on intrepid continental j joumeys
through France, Germany, P
land, Czechoslovakia, Yugo@vm
ordwhxsmf 13’ v fa’l%eykt;o s hthl:an
an e, Kitty. ew that
they would always receive warm
welcome wlerever they went.

I accompanied Sid Michaelson
on many foreign trips, including a
memorable lecture tour around
China in 1985, durmgwhichhg did.

development ¢ ,mfarma
nology there as a fneans of secel-
erating the redevelopment of that
country after its Cultutal Revolu-
tion. His love of children and
young ple was amply demon-
strated amusement at Chii-
nese infams ‘mistaking: him for
Karl Marx, -

The abiding memory of him
that his colleagues and friendswill

keepwﬂlaboveal[bethatofhnd~ |
ness His and Kitty’s door was
g enerations of students
who oou! always walk in and find

a shoulder tocryon. -
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